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The University of Montana
University Communications
NEWS RELEASE Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522
Oct. 2, 1992
UM’S CENTER FOR ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST 
TO SPONSOR LECTURE ON THOMAS JEFFERSON
MISSOULA -
James P. Ronda, the Barnard Professor of Western American History at Oklahoma s 
University of Tulsa, will discuss "Thomas Jefferson: Empire in the West" Wednesday,
Oct. 21, at The University of Montana.
The free, public lecture, sponsored by UM’s Center for the Rocky Mountain West, 
will begin at 7:30 p.m. in Room 11 of the Liberal Arts Building.
Ronda, author of the books "Lewis and Clark among the Indians" and "Astoria and 
Empire," will lecture on Jefferson’s evolving vision of the West and its role in the American 
empire.
Former President Jefferson saw the sprawling, natural-wonder-lilled West as a place 
for the young republic to revitalize itself and feared European encroachment would spoil his 
plans. But then he received reports from explorers Meriwether Lewis and William Clark on 
the harsh realities of the frontier. He became disillusioned with the West, and his vision 
crumbled.
Ronda, twice nominated for a Pulitzer Prize, is on the editorial boards ol Montana:
The Magazine of Western History and the Western Historical Quarterly.
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Contacts: history Professor Bill Farr, Center for the Rocky Mountain West, 243-2978; 
Professor James P. Ronda, (918) 631-2239 or (918) 252-3896
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